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This article is a study of the role of affixes in word formation. The study examines two 

types of affixes: inflectional affixes. In this study, we will examine what these affixes do to create 

words, indicate grammar, and add meaning to words. By comparing languages, the study shows 

how affixes help languages create words, increase their vocabulary, and become more flexible 

in terms of syntax. The results show that affixes don’t just change the structure of words. They 

also tell us something about the people who use language and the types of language they use. 

The study shows that affixes are important in understanding language learning and in learning 

how language develops. 

Affixes are really important, in word formation. They help create words and change the 

meanings of existing ones. Derivation and inflection are two processes that use affixes.  

Derivation helps create words, inflection helps express relations. The use of affixes shows how 

a languages vocabulary grows and changes. It also reflects the languages system. Studying 

affixes helps us understand how form and meaning are connected. We can also learn about the 

characteristics of languages. Affixes play a role in this. They help us see how languages are 

structured. Language structure and affixes are closely linked. 

This study looks at how affixes help form words and how they affect the way the English 

language is organized. The research uses ideas from books about morphology and word 

formation well as real life examples of how people use English today. To analyze this the study 

uses words with prefixes and suffixes from English dictionaries, grammar books and real texts 

like academic papers, books and things you see in the media. The study includes two kinds of 

affixes: affixes like un-, re-, -ness, -tion and -er which help make new words and inflectional 

affixes, like -s -ed, -ing, -er and -est which help change the form of words. This helps to get a 

picture of how words are formed in the English language and how English affixes work. 

The primary method applied in the study is morphological analysis, which allows for 

identifying, classifying, and systematizing affixes according to their structural position and 

grammatical function. Through this method, affixes are examined in terms of their productivity, 

distribution, and contribution to lexical expansion. Structural analysis is also employed to 

determine how affixation influences word class transformation and syntactic behavior, 

particularly the way derivational suffixes shift grammatical categories and affect sentence 

structure. 

In addition, semantic analysis is used to explore meaning modification caused by 

affixation, including processes such as negation, repetition, intensification, abstraction, and 

agent formation. By comparing base forms with their derived counterparts, the research 

identifies regular semantic patterns and evaluates their impact on conceptual development 

within the language system.  
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 We will use corpus-based observational data to examine how people use English. This will 

help us see how often people use words with affixes in English. We use a combination of 

methods to study English, including looking at the structure of words, their meaning, and how 

they are used in relation to other words. The methods we use are morphological, structural and 

semantic, comparative, and corpus-based. This will give us a framework for studying the 

importance of affixes and how they affect the English language. 

English uses something called affixation. This happens when prefixes or suffixes are 

added to a part of a word. Affixation is very important to how the English language is formed 

and how it changes over time. It helps us create words and understand their meaning. We can 

add something to the beginning or end of a word to change its meaning. It's part of how the 

English language works. Understanding affixation is important if you want to know how English 

words are formed and how they can change their meaning1.  

Affixes are usually put into two groups: derivational and inflectional. Derivational affixes 

change the meaning of the base word or what kind of word it's so they make new words. For 

example, when you add “un” to “happy" you get “unhappy” which means the opposite. Also, 

when you add "-ness" to "happy" you get “happiness” which changes an adjective into a noun. 

On the hand inflectional affixes change the grammar of a word without changing what it means 

or what kind of word it is. For example, you can add “-s” to make a word plural or add “-ed” to 

make a verb past tense. Derivational affixes and inflectional affixes are both important, for 

changing words2.  

Prefix example: 

She became antisocial after the incident. 

It is impossible to rewrite history. 

His behavior was completely unacceptable. 

Suffix example: 

The government announced new regulations. 

Her kindness brings me great happiness. 

The company plans to modernize its system. 

1. Derivational affixation 

Derivational affixation is when you add prefixes or suffixes to a word to make a new word 

with a different meaning or type. Derivational prefixes like “anti”-, “pre”- and “dis”- change the 

meaning of the root words. For example, when you add “anti”- to “social” you get “antisocial” 

which is a different meaning from the original word social3. In contrast suffixes such as “-ment,” 

“-ation,” and “-ize” usually change the type of the base word. For instance, when you add “-ation” 

to “inform” you get “information” which changes the word inform from a verb to a noun. That 

is a big difference in the word inform. Derivational affixation and suffixes like these are 

important to understand because they can completely change the meaning of words, like social 

and inform. 

Derivational affix. 

un + happy → unhappy 

She felt unhappy after hearing the bad news. 

 
1 Adams V. English Word-Formation. Cambridge University Press. 2021. 118 p. 
2 Bauer L. An Introduction to English Morphology.  Oxford University Press. 2021. 514-547 pp. 
3 Brown L.M. Morphological Analysis in English: Theory and Practice.  Routledge. 2020. 96-107 pp. 
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 (“un-” so‘z ma’nosini teskarisiga o‘zgartirdi.) 

happy + ness → happiness 

True happiness comes from helping others. 

(“-ness” sifatni otga aylantirdi.) 

anti + social → antisocial 

His antisocial behavior made people uncomfortable. 

(“anti-” ma’noni o‘zgartirdi.) 

inform + ation → information 

I need more information about the project. 

(“-ation” fe’lni otga aylantirdi.) 

-ment (develop → development) 

These processes of making words do not only make the English language have more 

words but also help it to change and adapt. As languages change over time new ways of making 

words can appear, showing what is happening in society with technology and in science. For 

example, when the internet became popular new words like “unfriend” and “defriend” were. 

This shows how making new words, with added parts can help people communicate in new 

ways. The English vocabulary keeps growing because of these processes. They help the 

language to stay useful. New words are still being created today. 

2. Inflectional affixation 

These processes of making words do not only make the English language have more 

words but also help it to change and adapt. As languages change over time new ways of making 

words can appear, showing what is happening in society with technology and in science. For 

example, when the internet became popular new words like “unfriend” and “defriend” were. 

This shows how making new words, with added parts can help people communicate in new 

ways. The English vocabulary keeps growing because of these processes. They help the 

language to stay useful.  

Inflectional affix  

a) Plural (-s): 

The students are preparing for their exams. 

She has two brothers. 

b) Past tense (-ed): 

She finished her homework yesterday. 

They visited the museum last week. 

When we add something to a word it can still mean the thing but it can also fit into 

different sentences4. This makes it easier to understand what we are saying. For example, when 

we add an “s” to the word “dog” we get the word “dogs” which means than one dog. We can also 

add things like “er” and “est” to words that describe things, like “big” to make them mean 

something is bigger or the biggest. 

3. The role of affixation in language acquisition 

Affixation is very important in language learning. This is especially true for non-native 

speakers. They use patterns that they can recognize to learn words. When students know 

 
4 Carlisle J.  Morphological Awareness and its Impact on Literacy.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 45(2), 2019. 

150-165 pp. 
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 affixes, they can understand words they have never seen before. This helps them read better 

and learn more about the language. For example, if they know that “re”- means to do something, 

they can understand words like “redo,” “rewrite,” and “reconstruct.” They don't have to learn 

every word. The “re”- prefix helps them know what the word means. This makes learning the 

language easier, and students can use it to become better at reading and speaking. 

Affixation also aids in developing morphological awareness, which is crucial for literacy 

skills, such as reading and writing5. Studies have shown that learners with   strong 

morphological awareness tend to have better reading comprehension, as they are more adept 

at recognizing and understanding complex word forms. 

The study of affixes is really important. Affixes play a role in forming words and in how 

language is organized. There are two kinds of affixes: inflectional. These affixes help people 

make words and express grammar and meaning. They also show what kind of language we are 

talking about. When we look at affixes we can see how they help us understand language better. 

This is useful for people who study language and for teaching people languages. It also helps us 

communicate better. Affixes show us how words are put together and what they mean. The 

study of affixes is important, for understanding language.  
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